City Council Minutes

April 25, 2002

Page 



City Council Minutes



April 25, 2002



Page 



MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION


OF THE LONGVIEW CITY COUNCIL


HELD THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2002

1.  CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor McCrady.

2.  INVOCATION/FLAG SALUTE
The invocation was pronounced by Pastor Charles Hobson, Highlands Baptist Church.                     

3.  ROLL CALL

Present:


Mayor Mark McCrady





Councilman Ron DiRe-Day





Councilman Don Jensen





Councilwoman Ramona Leber





Councilwoman Susan Stockard

City Manager Ed Ivey





City Attorney Dave C. Spencer





Deputy City Clerk Ann Davis

Councilman Dennis Weber (arrived 7:13 p.m.)

Absent/Excused: 

Councilman Kurt Anagnostou

The Mayor announced that Councilman Anagnostou’s father had passed away.  

City Staff Present  

Richard Bemm, Director of Parks & Recreation; John Brickey, Assistant Director of Community Development; Bob Burgreen, Police Chief; Jeff Cameron, Assistant Public Works Director; Bob Gregory, Assistant City Manager/Director of Public Works; Judy Jones, Information Services Director; Marion Otteraaen, Library Director; Kurt Sacha, Finance Director; and Lane Wintermute, Fire Chief.

4.  APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
On a motion duly made and passed, the reading of the minutes of the regular Council meeting held April 11, 2002, copies of which had been submitted to the Mayor and members of the City Council, was waived and the minutes were approved as if read.

5.  CHANGES/REVISIONS TO THE AGENDA
Councilman Jensen asked to remove item 13.J from the agenda.  This item concerned Locomotive Horn Use at Grade Crossings.  Councilman Jensen stated that Assistant Public Works Director Jeff Cameron and his staff had done an excellent job researching this.  Staff determined that the federal government is in the process of developing standards.  At this point, it would be expensive to proceed and therefore prudent to wait until such time as the federal government issues regulations.  The Mayor directed staff to bring this matter back for consideration after the federal regulations have been issued and staff has a good understanding of those regulations.

6.  PRESENTATIONS & AWARDS

A.  Proclamation:  Skip-A-Meal Week
Kiwanis member Ken Botero was present to accept this award.  Les Foss was unable to make it.  

Mayor McCrady read the Proclamation declaring the week of April 28 through May 4, 2002, “Skip-A-Meal Week” in the City of Longview, and urged all citizens to support the Kiwanis International Foundation’s campaign to serve the children of the world through grants.  

On behalf of the Kiwanis, Mr. Botero thanked the City of Longview, Mayor, and Council for issuing this Proclamation.  He explained that events will occur throughout the day of May 2, 2002, beginning with a prayer breakfast.  From 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., the Kiwanis will be reading to grade school children.  Lunch will be furnished at CIBO’s, consisting of soups and breads.  While this lunch is free to the entire community, patrons are asked to donate the amount you would have spent to purchase lunch.  Mr. Botero invited all to participate in the planned events.  

7.  CONSTITUENTS' COMMENTS

A.  Trees on the #11 Fairway, Mint Valley Golf Course.

A number of citizens residing in the Mintvalle II condominiums were present to speak out against the sequoia trees City personnel planted on January 15 along the 11th fairway of the golf course.  When these trees mature, they will block the residents’ view of the golf course.

Sara Spencer, President of the Mintvalle II Condominium Association, presented correspondence between her Association and Rich Bemm, Director of Parks and Recreation.  The Condo Owners had asked that the trees be removed and/or relocated.  Mr. Bemm referred the matter back to the Golf Advisory Board, which upheld its decision to leave the trees as planted.  The Condo Owners were not satisfied.  

These condos were constructed in 1979 with a 180° unobstructed view of the golf course.  The Group’s primary concern is the reduction of property values.  They were told that the trees were planted as a safety precaution against errant balls. Mrs. Spencer advised that the condo owners assume the risk of errant balls when they purchased a home on the course.  

Condo owner Bob Price, Unit No. 1, described how he had polled his neighbors and determined that only four windows have been broken in the last 24 years.  He had calculated that 770,000 golfers had used the course during that period of time; he did not feel the trees were needed to protect the buildings from errant golf balls.  He suggested that if safety were a concern, that the trees be planted by Mint Valley Elementary school to protect the children. 

Mr. Price commented that he paid extra for his unit because of the view of the 11th fairway; if the trees remain, his property will be devalued because the unobstructed view will be gone.  

Bob Lindsley offered that he thought is was very unfeeling of the golf course to plant the trees in front of their units.  He felt this was autocratically done, and management should have had the courtesy to speak with the residents before taking this action.  He further challenged Council, asking when they had relegated their decision-making responsibility to the Golf Advisory Board.  He recalled that the Golf Advisory Board’s recommendations are supposed to be advisory to Council rather than autonomous decisions. 

The Mayor asked the City Manager to meet with the Mintvalle II Condominium Association to see if some common ground could be established.  He also remarked that he formerly served on the Golf Advisory Board, and safety is a concern; sometimes people do not realize that.  

Councilman Weber apologized for arriving late tonight, stating he had gone to welcome Americorps people to town.  He then stated the Golf Advisory Board should have a neighboring resident as a member.  He suggested that as vacancies open up, hopefully a resident could be found to serve on the Board.  

B.  Separation of Church and State.

L. Wagle, 1405  17th Avenue, spoke about the merging of the established church with the Byzantine church many years ago.  Thomas Jefferson was the first legislator in the United States to establish the concept of separation of church and state in Virginia.  Mr. Wagle then brought up his contention that churches are “stealing” electricity from the public when their religious manger scene is displayed over the holidays.  

Mayor McCrady interrupted Mr. Wagle, advising him that the City Attorney has addressed Mr. Wagle’s concern and advised him of the next course of action.  The Mayor wondered what Mr. Wagle hoped to achieve by continually bringing up this topic meeting after meeting.  Mr. Wagle remarked that he planned to achieve success.  

8.  PUBLIC HEARINGS - None.  

9.  BOARD & COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS 
A.  Planning Commission Recommendation #2002-2:  Lower Columbia College Rezone, R-1 to R-3, and C-2 to C-C.

City Manager Ivey asked Assistant Director of Community Development John Brickey to give an explanation of this item.  

Lower Columbia College (LCC), at the recommendation of both the Appeal Board of Adjustment and the planning staff, filed a petition to rezone two parcels from R-1 and R-3 Residential District and C-2 Commercial District to C-C Civic Center District.  The rezoning petition covers property occupied by the LCC main campus.  LCC has occupied the property for more than fifty years.  The petition seeks to bring the zoning of the property into conformance with the land use designation in the Longview Comprehensive Plan and to correctly reflect the long-term use of the land.  The use of the land for a college is considered a non-conforming land use under the current residential and commercial zoning designations.  This petition was unanimously recommended by the Planning Commission.  

Showing the property in question on the overhead, Mr. Brickey explained the purpose of this requested action is to rezone LCC property so it is in conformance with its present use.  Currently, the college is a non-conforming use for its zoning; therefore, every time it desires to build on its property it must petition the Appeal Board of Adjustment for permission.  The Planning Commission recommended approval of this request, subject to one specified condition.

All of the property involved is presently owned by the college.  The apartment complex LCC desires to purchase is not a part of this rezone.  If those apartments are acquired by LCC, they will have to either petition for a special use permit or for a rezone.  

On a motion made by Councilman Weber, seconded by Councilman DiRe-Day, and unanimously passed with 6 "Aye" votes by Mayor McCrady and Councilmembers DiRe-Day, Jensen, Leber, Stockard and Weber, the Planning Commission’s recommendation #2002-2 was accepted.  
B.  Planning Commission Recommendation #2002-3:  Special Property Use Permit for a Place of Assembly in Downtown Commerce (D-C) District.

Assistant Director of Community Development John Brickey explained that this application is for a Special Property Use Permit in the Downtown Commerce, D-C, zoning district for a place of assembly that will serve more than 50 people.  LMC 19.2.030(12) requires places of assembly to secure a Special Property Use Permit from the Council after a public hearing and recommendation by the Planning Commission.  The applicant proposes to operate a restaurant that will serve more than fifty people at one time.  

Staff conducted an analysis of the available parking to serve the proposed use.  Based on this study, the analysis indicated that adequate parking exists within reasonable walking distance to serve the restaurant.  The Planning Commission determined that the proposed use will not be detrimental to or injurious to the zoning district or otherwise detrimental to the public health, safety and general welfare, and will not unreasonably interfere with or inhibit retail commerce and trade.  The Planning Commission attached two conditions to its recommendation.  

Mr. Brickey advised that the Downtowners merchant association had expressed their support of this application.  

It was moved by Councilman Weber, seconded by Councilman Jensen, to accept the Planning Commission’s Recommendation No. 2002-3.  

Noting she was looking forward to this particular business opening, Councilwoman Leber said she would like to clarify a matter with Wendy Kosloski, Downtowner President.  

Wendy Kosloski, Pacific Way resident and co-owner of Teague’s Interiors on Broadway, came to the podium.  Councilwoman Leber expressed her confusion about the apparent inconsistencies concerning parking downtown.  In the past, downtown merchants have been opposed to places of assembly locating downtown due to the lack of adequate parking.  

Ms. Kosloski said the Parking Committee has addressed the downtown parking issues.  The Howard Kohn study also indicated that the Merc lot is at capacity only at lunchtime.  This particular business will be open in the evenings, when sufficient lot space is available.  The Parking Committee determined that there is adequate parking within ½ block, in addition to under-utilized on-street parking on 14th Avenue.  The Downtowners also supported the application because it meets the use of street-level retail and entertainment.  

Upon a vote duly held, Planning Commission’s Recommendation No. 2002-3 was unanimously accepted.  

Councilwoman Leber asked whether input from the Parking Committee was being provided to the Planning Commission when applications involving downtown areas are under consideration.  Mr. Brickey stated the provisions do not call for this; however, his staff makes the Parking Committee aware of items pending before the Planning Commission.  Parking Committee members may attend the Planning Commission meetings informally and give their input.  

10.  ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS

A.  Ordinance No. 2822, Adopting WSDOT/AWPA 2002 Standard Specifications,

An Ordinance amending Sections 14.04.010 and 14.04.020 of the Longview Municipal Code pertaining to Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge and Municipal Construction in the City of Longview, was introduced and read by title only.

Councilwoman Leber moved adoption of the foregoing ordinance which motion was seconded by Councilman DiRe-Day and on a vote duly held and recorded with 6 "Aye" votes by Mayor McCrady and Councilmembers DiRe-Day, Jensen, Leber, Stockard, and Weber and no "Nay" votes, the Mayor declared the ordinance adopted and passed, affixed his signature of approval thereon and the ordinance was assigned the No. 2822.

B.  Resolution No. 1733, Relating to the Order of Business before the City Council.

A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Longview, Washington, establishing the order of business of the City Council, providing for the expeditious conduct of certain routine matters, and repealing Resolution No. 1670, was introduced and read by title only.

Councilman Weber asked for clarification:  if no one on the Council makes a motion, or if the motion should die for lack of second, does the issue die?  Mayor McCrady confirmed this was so.  

No motion was made.  

C.  Resolution No. 1734, Establishing a Permanent Downtown Advisory Committee.

A Resolution creating the Longview Downtown Advisory Committee, establishing the qualifications for membership on such committee, and prescribing the duties of such committee, was introduced and read by title only.  [Councilwoman Stockard departed the meeting at this juncture.]

Councilwoman Leber noted that the changes discussed at last week’s workshop had been included in this Resolution, so it looked good to her. 

Councilman Weber commended the energy and spirit of cooperation that all sides had put forth to get to this point, and he was pleased that the advisory committee was being formally created.

Councilman DiRe-Day confirmed that the make-up of the committee membership would always have business owners in the majority.  

Councilwoman Stockard moved adoption of the foregoing resolution which motion was seconded by Councilman DiRe-Day, and on a vote duly held and recorded with 5 "Aye" votes by Mayor McCrady and Councilmembers DiRe-Day, Jensen, Leber, and Weber, and no "Nay" votes, the Mayor declared the resolution adopted and passed, affixed his signature of approval thereon and the resolution was assigned the No. 1734, a copy of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk.  

At the request of Councilman Anagnostou, since he was unable to be present tonight, Councilman Jensen said he had agreed to bring up for discussion a topic of concern to Councilman Anagnostou.  Mr. Anagnostou would like to have Council be directly involved in making the appointments to committees and Boards.  He wondered how the policy of the City Manager making these appointments got started, and suggested a small committee of Councilmembers could review the applications compiled by staff and make the appointments.

City Attorney Spencer advised that Council action must be taken at public meetings; if Council wishes to sift through 35 applications, it must be done in front of everyone.  Mr. Spencer stated that the purpose of the City’s professional staff is to do things like this.  However, if Council wishes to make those appointments, Council may change the way it is done.  

Mayor McCrady offered that all appointments to Boards and commissions made by the City Manager are brought to Council for concurrence.  Noting that Council now meets three times a month, plus additional committee meeting requirements, he thought it would be difficult to find the time to do this as a Council.  He also expressed his belief that sometimes it is difficult to locate people who are willing to serve on these committees; if their qualifications were to be discussed in public, it would probably make it even more difficult to attract applicants.  Should Councilman Anagnostou wish to discuss this matter further, he advised that two Councilmembers should sponsor this item for the agenda.  The Mayor also suggested staff research how other cities in Washington are handling committee appointments.  

Downtowner Wendy Kosloski came to the podium to express appreciation on behalf of the downtown business committee for the process that developed the plan.  Now business owners have a better understanding of what can be accomplished downtown.  She thanked Council for making a decision and moving forward toward formalizing this committee.  

11.  MAYOR'S REPORTS
A.  Councilman Jensen’s Report.

Councilman Jensen stated that he attended Earth Day festivities in the Mayor’s stead.  Mayor McCrady acknowledged that he had a conflict and had to attend a different function.  

B.  Councilwoman Leber’s Report.

Councilwoman Leber advised that she and Councilman Jensen had attended the CTA meeting last week.  One of Council’s Retreat Goals was to look at transportation issues, particularly the problem facing rural transportation.  CUBS will run out of money in 2008.  She thought it might be an appropriate time to ask regional Transportation Director Rosemary Siipola to address Council on transportation concerns, and work with other stakeholders in the area to look at transit issues.  

Councilwoman Leber also noted that she had asked that legislative issues be referred to Council so they could work the legislative end.  Also, Referendum 51, which would increase the gas tax, contains a provision for an increase in funding for rural transportation. 

12.  CONSENT CALENDAR

There being no items the Council wished removed from the Consent Calendar, a motion was duly made and passed approving the items on the Consent Calendar as though acted on individually.

A.  Street Use Requests
The following street use request(s) was/were approved subject to any stipulations specified during routine review by concerned departments:


1)  #02-04, Wilcox & Flegel Oil Co., Civic Center Photo

B.  Board & Commission Minutes

1)
Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of 4/3/02

C.  Accounts Payable
Based upon the authentication and certification of claims and demands against the city, prepared and signed by the City’s auditing officer, and in full reliance thereon, it is moved and seconded as shown in the minutes of this meeting that the following vouchers/warrants are approved for payment:

Second Half April, 2002, A/P Claims $433,719.15 (Check Nos. 229905 - 230189, inclusive)

First Half April, 2002 Payroll $651,509.51 ($386,888.19, Check Nos. 179399 - 179564, inclusive; $264,621.32, direct deposit)

D.  Liability Claims

The claim(s) for damages listed below was/were received by the City and have been/are being researched and/or reviewed by Washington Cities Insurance Authority (WCIA) and claim status is as noted:


1)
New:  Judy Merila, Property Damage - $4,668.14


2)
Settled:  Ronald Lundeby, Property Damage - $10,169.12


3)
Settled:  Oaks Trailer Park, Property Damage - $1,043.72


4)
Settled:  Karen Kuhlmeyer, Personal Injury - $55,000.00


5)
Denied:  Chris & Cheryl Breslin, Property Damage - Unspecified

13.  CITY MANAGER'S REPORTS

A.  Corrections Department Annual Report.

Joking that he knows it is Spring when Corrections Director Bill Weiss appears to give his yearly Corrections update, City Manager Ivey introduced Mr. Weiss and Cowlitz County Commissioner Jeff Rasmussen.  

Mr. Weiss noted that he has been providing these yearly updates for eleven years.  Since he has already furnished his annual report to Council, he will only touch upon highlights of his program.  

Regarding a quote by him published in The Daily News, Mr. Weiss clarified that the Jail is staffed to handle 220 population.  Above that number, there are inmates sleeping on the floor.  Because of that overcrowding, only felons, domestic violence suspects and DUI’s are booked into the jail.  

Throughout the year, Mr. Weiss has been working toward recouping as much money as possible from the inmates rather than spending taxpayer money.  Last year he collected $635,000 from offenders.  The Deferred Prosecution program netted over $17,000.  A $33,000 savings was achieved by monitoring prescription costs.  The phone system generates revenue; all calls are collect except to attorneys and bail bondsmen.  

While he would like to be able to hand inmates a bill upon their release, so far all he has been able to implement is a $10 booking fee.  

The DUI education program is a 24-hour program with a goal to educate drinkers not to drive after drinking; this program has been very successful with only a 16% recidivism rate.

The cost of providing meals to the Jail went up only 1¢-per-meal this last year.  This facility also feeds the Juvenile facility population across the street.  

A surveillance camera installation has decreased the number of claims by inmates that they are being mistreated in custody.  The video clearly shows what, if anything, occurred.  

Drug Court grant funding was lost this year.  The County has assumed the cost of this very worthwhile program.  Mr. Weiss has submitted a new grant application for funding; he will know later this month whether this application is funded.  An award could keep the Drug Court operational for two more years.  Mr. Weiss was proud of this year’s Drug Court graduates and of the 14 drug-free babies who were born to participants in the program.  

Electronic monitoring saved the City of Longview $124,000 last year.   A $150 incarceration fee has successfully been implemented; however, the County is the last agency to receive any funds in restitution from suspects.  

Mr. Weiss commended his staff for keeping up with all innovations in the corrections field; if they discover a program that might save money, he will try it.  

Councilman Jensen asked about different agencies sharing the costs of jail time for suspects.  

Mr. Weiss clarified for Councilman Jensen that when a suspect is apprehended in Cowlitz County and booked into the jail, if he also has outstanding warrants from Longview and Kelso, the three agencies share the cost of incarceration.  This cost-sharing is a provision of the interlocal agreement.  

Regarding the need for additional jail beds, Cowlitz County Commissioner Rasmussen advised that jail beds are available east of the mountains -- in Yakima and Okanagan.  Benton County will also have additional facilities completed in approximately ten months.  The costs to incarcerate would be perhaps be in the range of $45 to $49 per day, plus the cost of transportation.  (Presently the Cowlitz County Jail cost is $55 per day plus the $10 booking fee.)  Another option will be Lewis County, which plans on adding beds soon.  The agency incarcerating the inmate will remain responsible for any medical care for the inmate.  

Transporting prisoners has always been an option; however, paying another jurisdiction for jail space is effectively paying toward that entity’s capital improvements.  Mr. Rasmussen would rather see money spent for capital improvements stay in our County.  Councilman Rasmussen asked City Manager Ivey to compile a list of options that area city Councils can look at during the May 16 Jail workshop.  

The details of transporting inmates and providing for them to be able to consult with their attorneys would need to be worked out.  Possibly only twenty inmates should be transported at a time; this would free up twenty beds in the Cowlitz County Jail.  Mr. Rasmussen stated probably only inmates who have been sentenced would be farmed out to different facilities.  On May 6, the Commissioners will be meeting with an architect from Florida who has successfully built a 320-bed facility for $11-million.  The Commissioners are continuing to investigate all available options.

Mayor McCrady stated he has invited Kelso Mayor Don Gregory to this May 16 workshop, and will issue letters of invitation to the mayors of the three other cities in the County.  

Marvin Kallwick, 346 - 17th Avenue, offered his observations on Mr. Weiss’s report.   

B.  E-Government Report by Information Technology Director Judy Jones.

City Manager Ivey introduced Information Technology Director Judy Jones for this presentation.  

Mrs. Jones had a series of PowerPoint slides to explain what E-Government is and how it can be incorporated into the services offered by the City of Longview.  Research into E-government was a goal from Council’s February Retreat.  

Mrs. Jones defined “E-Government” as “E-commerce as it relates to government services.”  The City furnishes services to citizens and to the business community.  E-Government would provide a way for customers to fill out forms, obtain information, and pay for services over the Net without having to contact a City employee in person during regular working hours in order to conduct this business.  While the current generation is not pushing for electronic services, upcoming generations will expect and require governments to provide these services.  More than 50% of citizens are now on the internet.  E-government transactions save money.  

The websites of several cities were studied to discover what other cities are doing in this field.  Federal Way has established a pretty healthy e-government.  Santa Barbara accommodates on-line registration in Recreation programs.  Mrs. Jones noted that our Recreation Department already has this software; perhaps this would be a good route to explore as our entry into e-gov.  

Mrs. Jones said a strategic plan will be created and a timeline developed for completion.  Overcoming security concerns and convincing the public of the security of the site will be crucial to its success.  

C.  Presentation on 15th Avenue Cruising and Congregating:  Conditions, Options, and Recommendations.

City Manager Ivey asked Police Chief Bob Burgreen to present his recommendations on cruising and congregating on 15th Avenue.

Chief Burgreen remarked that when he came to Longview six years ago, he polled his officers and found that cruising was a problem.  Six years later, it is still a problem, although it has moved.  When the cruising activity was taking place on Commerce Avenue, traffic was slowed and/or stopped.  Emergency vehicles were not able to get through, so cruising ordinances were enacted to prevent this activity.  Cruising moved over to 15th Avenue, and activity slowly began to increase.  

15th Avenue is a four-lane street.  Cruising on the street does not slow enough or block the flow of traffic adequately enough to enforce the anti-cruising ordinances.  The Chief said the enforcement actions related to the City’s anti-cruising ordinances went farther than the laws allowed. Different problems have developed in association with cruising.  Young people like to park their cars and hang out, playing their music loud and visiting.  Loitering is causing the littering problems.  Other communities have successfully put a stop to cruising; Longview is the last bastion of cruising -- cruisers are attracted to Longview from the Puget Sound and Portland areas.  

Council had asked the Teen Council and staff to study the problem.  During the June through August period, LPD received 180 calls for service in this area associated with cruising and related activities:  fighting, noise, traffic, disorderly conduct and reckless driving.  

The Teen Council held two “Speak Outs” to obtain public input, both pro and con.  The Teen Council presented their findings and recommendations, as follows:  

(1)  Fine litterbugs.  Increase the amount of fines.  Chief Burgreen noted that increased enforcement is staff intensive and therefore cost is a factor.  

(2)  Install vandalism-resistant garbage receptacles.  To install two containers on each side of a block, from Douglas to Washington Way, would cost $21,000 for both receptacles and garbage pick up.  This could have an effect on the trash, garbage problem.  

(3)  Issue night-time parking permits and sell them to locals first.  The Chief noted that City Attorney Spencer had expressed his opinion that this recommendation probably is not provided for in law and therefore is not legal.  

(4)  Ban cruising and enforce it.  Chief Burgreen noted that the City presently has a cruising ordinance and LPD is going about as far as it can go in enforcing it.  The ordinance does not cover the other problems of loitering, disorderly conduct, and littering.

(5)  Increase funding to the Police Department for increased or enhanced patrol in the area.  

Chief Burgreen stated his department has reviewed the Teen Council’s recommendations and now he will present their recommendations and options for Council action.  

(1)  Maintain status quo.  However, the situation is not going to change.

(2)  Increased police presence.  Police are not cheap; wages at time-and-a-half would be required.  Chief Burgreen recommended the extra patrols only during those times when a need is anticipated.  He estimated that cost at $53,000 annually.  To add the refuse containers and garbage removal to this option, add $21,000 to this amount.  

(3)  Change parking ordinance currently in place:  Prohibit parking the entire length of 15th from Delaware to Washington Way, from 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. every night.  Pass an ordinance instituting a “one warning” process for parking lot loiterers.  

At present, loiterers must be warned to leave each private parking lot before they can be ticketed; this has the effect of chasing the kids from one parking lot to the next.  If a “one warning” law were enacted, officers could ticket them when they move to a different posted lot.  

He estimated that these two ordinance changes would cost $5,200 to enforce for each month.  He felt that the problem would either go away or go somewhere else in a month or two.  The kids would have to find something else to do and somewhere else to go.  He acknowledged that area teens already think there isn’t much to do in town; this will make that problem worse.  

Councilman Jensen inquired whether the construction of the new A&W Root beer/Kentucky Fried Chicken on Washington Way was taken into consideration when the Police Department devised its plan; Councilman Jensen thought cruising might move over to this area.  Chief Burgreen said that planned construction had been considered:  fast food restaurants become hubs for cruising activity, and this new facility may draw cruising over to Washington Way.  Mayor McCrady noted this would get cruising away from residential areas; if a shift to Washington Way occurs, the matter could be referred back to Council for further action.  

Chief Burgreen commented that his department has spoken with all businesses adjacent to 15th Avenue that stay open after 9:00 p.m., regarding whether this parking prohibition would hurt them.  Those business owners advised that they had adequate space in their lots to accommodate patrons and did not think a ban on on-street parking on 15th would affect them.  

City Attorney Spencer stated that attempting to effect a “one warning” rule for parking lot trespass gives him distress.  The ordinance in effect gives Police the right to enforce a private property right.  Trespass on private property is a civil infraction only.  When the parking lots are posted, that makes it a misdemeanor and gives the Police authority to enforce it; however, the courts have said law enforcement cannot enforce a private property right without first issuing a warning to the trespassers.  The warning must be issued in order to convert a simple violation (civil infraction) to a crime (misdemeanor). 

In addition, Mr. Spencer advised that the Washington State Supreme Court has ruled that people have the right to loiter.  

Nick Gunn, Teen Council representative, expressed he was still confused why the loiterers could not be ticketed right away since they are breaking the law.  Mr. Spencer repeated his explanation of private property rights/civil infractions/misdemeanors, etc.  

Mayor McCrady declared a brief recess at 9:25 p.m.; the meeting was reconvened at 9:35 p.m.  

Council gave staff direction to proceed with the no-parking ban on 15th Avenue from Delaware to Washington Way, every night from 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. and research the other suggestions.  Council declined to extend the ban to Ocean Beach Highway due to the already tight parking for LCC students.  This ordinance should include an emergency clause to enable immediate enforcement of the ban.  

Longview resident Janice Beebe thanked Council for taking a look at the cruising situation on 15th Avenue.  She had complained last year of the noise, garbage, speeding, etc., that kept area residents awake at night on weekends and during the summer.  She hoped that the ordinances being proposed would make a difference in the situation.  Mrs. Beebe stated she would like the area to be quieter and be a safer place for everyone.  

Regarding installing garbage cans, Mrs. Beebe stated that there are garbage cans all up and down the alley between 15th and 16th Avenues; if the loiterers wanted to clean up after themselves, they could do so with existing cans.  Mrs. Beebe insisted that a large share of the kids are doing something wrong besides just loitering, citing drug and alcohol use, speeding, and reckless driving.  She believes those kids should be ticketed for their infractions.  She said if she were the one who was speeding, she would receive a ticket.  She indicated she feels she is being discriminated against -- she has to go to work after a night without sleep and the kids who kept her awake break the law with impunity.  

Nancy Carpenter, employee of Village Cleaners at 1015 15th Avenue, reported that her employer comes in early every Saturday and Sunday morning to clean up the garbage left by loiterers the night before.  She said the kids have ripped signs off their building, damaged the exterior walls, and use the back of the building to relieve themselves.  They make a mess.  Mrs. Carpenter thanked Council for beginning to address this issue, and thanked the Teen Council for investigating this situation.  

D.  Bid Review:  Golf Course Maintenance Equipment:  Two Greens Aerators.

City Manager Ivey stated that Notice of Call for Bids for the planned and budgeted replacement of two Greens Aerators for the Mint Valley Golf Course was published.  Fleet Manager Tom Baylis was present to answer any questions Council may have.  Mr. Ivey also announced that Tom Baylis had volunteered to serve as the City’s Downtown Coordinator in further implementing the Downtown Revitalization Plan and all on-going communications with the downtown business owners.  

Only one valid bid was submitted for the two Greens Aerators:  


Northwest Outdoor Equipment, Clackamas, OR

$22,780

City Manager Ivey recommended the bid be awarded to the sole bidder, Northwest Outdoor Equipment.  

Noting that all these bid awards concern golf course equipment, it was moved by Councilman Jensen, and seconded by Councilwoman Leber, to accept the City Manager’s recommendation of the low bids on items D. through G., as though voted on individually.  Upon a vote duly held, this motion was unanimously approved.  
E.  Bid Review:  Golf Course Maintenance Equipment:  One Front Deck Rotary Mower.

City Manager Ivey stated that Notice of Call for Bids for the planned and budgeted replacement of one Front Deck Rotary Mower for the Mint Valley Golf Course was published.  

The following bids were received:  


Northwest Outdoor Equipment, Clackamas, OR 

$12,745


Chinook Sales & Rentals, Longview, WA


$ 8,600

City Manager Ivey recommended the bid be awarded to the low bidder, Chinook Sales & Rentals.  Approved.  

F.  Bid Review:  Golf Course Maintenance Equipment:  One Tractor.

City Manager Ivey stated that Notice of Call for Bids for the planned and budgeted replacement of one Tractor for the Mint Valley Golf Course was published.  

The following bids were received:  


Northwest Outdoor Equipment, Clackamas, OR

$12,205


Chinook Sales & Rentals, Longview, WA


$15,610

City Manager Ivey recommended the bid be awarded to the low bidder, Northwest Outdoor Equipment.  Approved.
G.  Bid Review:  Golf Course Maintenance Equipment:  One Tractor with Front Loader.

City Manager Ivey stated that Notice of Call for Bids for the planned and budgeted replacement of one Tractor with Front Loader for the Mint Valley Golf Course was published.  

The following bids were received:  


Northwest Outdoor Equipment, Clackamas, OR

$13,765


Chinook Sales & Rentals, Longview, WA


$15,650

City Manager Ivey recommended the bid be awarded to the low bidder, Northwest Outdoor Equipment.  Approved.
H.  Bid Review:  Golf Course Maintenance Equipment:  One Lightweight Utility Vehicle.

City Manager Ivey stated that Notice of Call for Bids for the planned and budgeted replacement of one lightweight utility vehicle for the Mint Valley Golf Course was published.  

The following bids were received:  


Northwest Outdoor Equipment, Clackamas, OR

$ 5,785


Western Equipment Distributors, Aurora, OR

$ 7,907

The low bid submitted from Northwest Outdoor Equipment did not meet minimum specifications in two key areas.  City Manager Ivey recommended the bid be awarded to the lowest responsible bid from Western Equipment Distributors.  

On a motion made by Councilman DiRe-Day, seconded by Councilman Weber, and unanimously passed with 5 "Aye" votes by Mayor McCrady and Councilmembers DiRe-Day, Jensen, Leber and Weber, the City Manager's recommendation to accept the lowest responsible bid was accepted and approved.
I.  Set Public Hearing (5/23/02):  7th Avenue/Wheeler/9th Avenue LID No. 343 Final Assessment Roll.

City Manager Ivey recommended Council establish a public hearing date of May 23, 2002, to consider the final assessment Roll for LID No. 343.  

On a motion made by Councilman Weber, seconded by Councilman DiRe-Day, and unanimously passed with 5 "Aye" votes by Mayor McCrady and Councilmembers DiRe-Day, Jensen, Leber and Weber, the City Manager's recommendation was accepted and approved.
J.  Locomotive Horn Use at Grade Crossings.

This item was removed from the agenda.  

K.  Appointment to CDID Board.

City Manager Ivey has appointed Ray Green to the CDID #1 Advisory Committee to represent the City of Longview.  This appointment is for a one-year term, expiring in April 30, 2003.  This position was vacated by Don Corkrum.  

Mayor McCrady noted that Ray Green formerly was an elected official of the diking district.  His knowledge makes this a great appointment to the Board.  

On a motion made by Councilman Jensen, seconded by Councilwoman Leber, and unanimously passed with 5 "Aye" votes by Mayor McCrady and Councilmembers DiRe-Day, Jensen, Leber and Weber, the City Manager's recommendation was approved.
14.  MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION ONLY

Meeting Reminders

Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m., Thursday, May 9, 2002

Regular Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m., Thursday, May 23, 2002

Joint Workshop:  7:00 p.m., Thursday, May 16, 2002, City of Kelso and Cowlitz County re:  Jail

Councilwoman Leber asked for an execused absence for the May 23 meeting.  

15.  ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Council at its regular session, the meeting was adjourned at 9:53 p.m.
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