07-15







Date:
March 16, 2007
Contact:
Alex Perez, Police Chief

442-5800
For Immediate Release

New Longview strategic plan identifies 

fighting crime as its top priority
The Longview City Council, in response to the leadership and recommendations of Longview Police Chief Alex Perez, has just put a final stamp of approval on development of a new City strategic plan that puts solving the crime problem in our community as its number one priority.  Improving community livability and the impact of crime was a consistent theme in the Council’s recent community outreach involving community leaders and input received at the Council’s Citizen Summit. 
The key elements identified for addressing the crime problem include:
Developing a public safety strategic plan specifically for the Longview Police Department 
· Recommendations will be brought back to Council within six months with timelines and options for addressing a comprehensive approach to crime problems in the City 
· Achieve outcomes that will continue to reduce our crime rates to levels less than the state average
· Included in the plan will be an emphasis in the Highlands area including hiring a senior lead officer; increasing the effectiveness of Highlands Satellite Office and community Block Watch groups; and, increasing and utilizing nuisance abatement support to improve the quality of life
· Partner with other agencies to reduce the substance abuse problem including continuing with our active participation in Drug Task Force and seeking improved prevention, education, and treatment solutions
· Identify needed criminal justice resources including additional police staffing, incarceration and deterrent capabilities, and prosecution
“I am excited that the Council has made solving the crime problem its top priority,” stated Police Chief Alex Perez.  “The City needs a comprehensive public safety plan that can serve as a road map to reaching those goals.  We are not a one-size-fits-all community.”  While Perez acknowledges that increasing his police force is one of the key components in solving the crime problem, attacking or concentrating on only one aspect of the criminal justice system by hiring more police officers alone won’t be effective.  Solutions must be far-reaching, regional in concept, and measured against long-term goals.

“Property crimes and the associated problems they bring are our biggest challenges, and developing this new road map for our future will help us win that battle,” emphasized Perez.  Our police department has made much progress on reducing crime over the past few years, but it can and must do better to keep our community safe.  Our dedicated officers do a tremendous job with the limited resources we have, but they could be doing so much more.  We are very fortunate to have a much lower violent crime rate than the larger cities.  We want to keep it that way by looking at what we can aggressively do now for our future.”

During its 2007 annual retreat, Longview City Council began work on development of the strategic plan that will guide City efforts over the next several years.  The plan is in response to input from residents who participated in the Citizen Summit in February, and from one-on-one interviews of key community stakeholders.  In addition, Scott Laubisch from Peace Health provided some alarming statistics about Meth and how it impacts people and property and promotes crime.  By far, solving the crime problem was the number one top priority.

Other elements contained in the strategic plan will include initiatives that address: continuing diversification and expanding economic development opportunities; addressing City infrastructure needs including the long term City water supply and West Longview sewer lagoons; solving the Highlands neighborhood issues; creating a sustainable positive Longview image; facilitating the preservation of existing neighborhoods and supporting managed, sustainable growth; and continuing with the strong financial management of City resources.  The complete strategic initiatives will be available for review in April, and available online at www.mylongview.com.
# # # # #
