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For Immediate Release

Zero tolerance for potentially hate-related incidents
Zero tolerance.  That is the City of Longview’s official stance on a recent hate-related incident at Lake Sacajawea this past weekend.  In a proactive effort that reinforces the City’ number one commitment to fighting the crime problem, Longview’s law enforcement personnel are participating in training today that focuses specifically on hate crimes, extremist groups, and investigation of potentially hate-related incidents.    

“Today’s training is titled Domestic Terrorism, Criminal Extremism, and Hate Crimes in Washington and couldn’t have been timed better,” stated Police Chief Alex Perez.  “Whether it’s a hate crime or a non-tolerance issue, we leave no stone unturned in our commitment to keeping our community safe.  Longview is a wonderful town that just does not tolerate racism.”

Mayor Kurt Anagnostou, on behalf of the entire Longview City Council, reiterated that sentiment.  “We say no to intolerance, and yes to respect!  It’s unacceptable to tolerate disrespect of any differences in people, and we will prosecute the perpetrators.”

Reducing hate crimes will be part of the police department’s Crime Reduction Plan to be presented to Longview City Council on November 13.

“The City of Longview has demonstrated a proactive approach to building a community of respect,” stated Ellen Bovarnick, the Pacific Northwest regional director for the Anti-Defamation League.  “We are pleased to support their efforts.”
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